CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 16 – LIVING IN THE FULLNESS OF GOD’S PROMISES AND BLESSINGS
There are many promises in the Word of God for all believers. God wants all believers to live a life which is full of purpose and meaning. Jesus Himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10) God does not have personal favourites (Ephesians 6:9) and desires that all people enjoy a life full of purpose and meaning. 

The Bible makes it clear that Jesus will turn away no person who comes to Him (John 6:37) and that once a person believes in Him they can tap into all the promises of God. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For all the promises of God in Him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us.” (2 Corinthians 1:20) Although the Bible is full of promises for all believers, many fail to appropriate all that God has planned for their life, and live a life far beneath their God given potential because of fear, continually dwelling on past failures or through living a compromised Christian life.
God’s promises are generally conditional. This can be seen in the following scriptures: In the book of Isaiah we read, “If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:19), Jesus Himself said, “... seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:33), “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord...” (Jeremiah 17:7) and “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If I will not open for you the windows of heaven and poor out for you such blessing that there will not be room enough to receive it.” “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes …” (Malachi 3:10-11) Obedience is a key to living in God’s blessings.
God has so much in store for every believer’s life and is willing and able to help all those who come to Him. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20) How important it is that we learn to live in the fullness of God’s promises that are available for all believers so that we realise our full potential in Christ and fulfil our God given destiny.
I will now share seven keys that can help all believers to appropriate all that God has planned for their life.  
1) THE IMPORTANCE OF COMMITTING OUR PLANS TO THE LORD

The most important thing is that we continually commit our plans to the Lord and allow Him to guide and direct our steps in life, so that we enter into the fullness of what He has planned for our life. It is only in giving our life away to whole heartedly follow Christ’s plan for our life, that our life bears much eternal fruit. (John12:24-26) (Luke 9:23-24) (Matthew 16:24-27) We have one life to store up treasures for eternity.
In the book of Proverbs we read, “Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3) and “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
2) HAVING A CLEAR GOD GIVEN VISION FOR OUR LIFE (KNOWING THE WILL OF THE LORD FOR OUR LIFE)
Knowing and clearly journaling the will of God for our life helps us to bear much eternal fruit in our life. Without having a clear understanding of God’s will for our life, we can squander years of our life doing things that have no real importance for eternity. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17) 
God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. It is in following this plan for our life that our lives have great purpose and bear much eternal fruit. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law.” (Proverbs 29:18)
The Lord said to the prophet Habakkuk, “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it.”  (Habakkuk 2:2a)
Having a clear God given vision for our life helps us to enter into all that God has planned for our life.
3) TAKING STEPS OF FAITH (God’s plan for our life always involves taking steps of faith. Stepping out to do things that He calls us to do that would not be possible for us to do without His supernatural help)
In the book of Hebrews we read, “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

Jesus Himself said, “If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” (Mark 9:23) and “I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.” (Matthew 17:20)

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD IF WE YIELD TO HIS WILL FOR OUR LIFE AND TRUST AND OBEY HIM
Jesus also said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15:16)

4) BEING CONTINUALLY LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT (God knows the beginning from the end. We must always be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit who will reveal to us step by step God’s ways and plans for our life) 
Jesus Himself said, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.”      (John 16:13)  GOD’S WAYS ARE FAR HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS (Isaiah 55:8-9)
5) HAVING A LIFESTYLE OF PRAYER (We must continually pray into being God’s plan for our life as we seek His direction, empowerment and provision for all that He has called us to do in life. We must continually learn to cast our cares to the Lord in prayer and to depend on the Lord in all that we do in life.)
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

God promises to answer all of our prayers that are in line with His will for our life. The Apostle John wrote, “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him.        (1 John 5:14-15) Jesus Himself said, “... Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My name He will give you.  Until now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full.” (John 16:23-24)

6) BUILDING OUR LIFE ON THE PROMISES OF GOD (As we study and meditate on God’s Word (the Bible) we gain a greater understanding of all of God’s promises that are available for all believers. It is so important that we discipline ourselves and learn to make time to meditate on the promises contained in God’s Word) 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

As we meditate on the promises of God contained in His Word our faith grows as the word goes from our head into our hearts. The LORD said to Joshua just before he led the children of Israel into the Promised Land, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” (Joshua 1:8) Jesus also said, “If you abide in My word you are My disciples indeed.  And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” (John 8:31-32)

7) BEING PLANTED IN A LOCAL CHURCH (We all need to be connected to other believers in a loving local church to fully realize God’s plan for our life. His plan for our life is always worked out in partnership with others)
In the book of Psalms we read, “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in the courts of our God.  They shall still bear fruit in old age; they shall be fresh and flourishing.  (Psalm 92:13-14) In the book of Hebrews we also read, “And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” (Hebrews 10:24-25)
